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Disability Data
Disability should not be regarded as a hindrance to success. Looking at the available data and report on disability, it turns out that people living with a disability can be more profitable in society if not subjected to stigma. The data on disability plays an important role in helping the society understand disability as well as its impact on the community and individual. The data explores various obstacles that people living with a disability experience, including financial, attitudinal, and physical difficulties. Disability forms part of human life (Sabariego et al., 2015).
 Nearly every person will either permanently or temporarily be impaired in one way or another at some point in life. Those people who survive the impairment to their senior age undergo increasing problems in their day to day operation. Many of the families have one of their members disabled, and it remains that the many who are not disabled are expected to take care and support people with disabilities. Reaction to disability has had development since 1970, which is significantly influenced by the self-organization of individuals living with disabilities. Additionally, the positive response of the world towards people living with a disability has grown as a consequence of authorities and organization acknowledging disability as a human rights problem.
Historically, services to disabled people have been provided through special schools and residential institutions. Policies have now changed, and focus is directed on educational and community inclusion as well as medically-based solutions that have switched to interactive programs that recognize that disability comes as a result of environmental factors and body problems. According to Stein (2017), empirical data on the connection between poverty and disability in its different dimension which include non-income and income is greatly varied between developing and developed nations with most of the data emerging from developed nations. However, longitudinal sets of data that establish the causal link between poverty and disability are hardly found even in already developed countries.
People living with disabilities are subjected to worse labor market results and educational opportunities. Moreover, disabled people have a likelihood to be poor than individuals with no disabilities. From data obtained from the organization for economic cooperation and development (OECD) after surveying 20 high income and upper-middle-income countries found that there are higher poverty levels among the workers living with disabilities than those without disabilities (Stein, 2017). The rate of poverty among the working-age of disabled about the working-age of nondisabled individuals was found to be higher in the Republic of Korea, Australia, and Ireland. In countries such as the Netherlands, Iceland, and Mexico, the poverty rate between the disabled and nondisabled was recorded to be lower.
People within the age of working and living with disabilities were reported to be twice likely unemployment. In the case that the disabled manage to secure an employment opportunity, very often, they work part-time. Unless the disabled are highly learned and have a job, the data showed that they had low incomes, hence living in poverty. To a more significant extent, the data provide crucial information about the outcomes of the labor market, the situation of poverty of disabled individuals and within the working age. Limited sets of data give information about the socioeconomic status before the people survived disability and what exactly happened after the occurrence of disability.
A particular study which utilized the British household panel research between 2010 and 2015 found that not being in a paid job or having limited education was a selection element for people living with a disability (Moodley & Graham, 2015). Additionally, the study demonstrated that the rates of employment were spread between the onset of one’s disability, and it continues to affect the individuals in the duration of their disability. This indicated that some people were forced to quit their jobs the moment they became disabled. From the average data income lied within the onset of the disability, but it was subsequently recovered but not to the levels that would be treated as pre-disability. Other compelling data from researches have tried to assess the rate of poverty levels in the families of people living with disabilities putting into consideration the additional cost of living with the situation. A US-based study recorded that in 2005 the rate of poverty among the families with disabled individuals, relying on the assumptions applied, was 30% to 40% higher after the equalization of disability using a median threshold of income of 60% (Ailliet et al., 2015).
In developing countries, the socioeconomic status of individuals living with disabilities, though minimal has significantly changed. Descriptive data for disabled people infer that these people are much disadvantaged when it comes to attainment of education and employment. The data is not inclusive for the status of poverty assessed by the ownership of assets income standards, consumption expenditures as well as living conditions. Most of the data indicated that disabled people have lower rates of employment as well as educational attainment is low than their colleagues without disabilities. In Uruguay and Chile, the scenario is better among the youths living with disabilities than older people since there are more educational opportunities for younger cohorts than older people (Ailliet et al., 2015). This is attributed to the fact that young groups may enjoy a sufficient allocation of extra resources. Looking at the cross-sectional data for education, it is projected that children disabilities report lower attendance to schools. An evaluation of the world health research for 15 developing nations indicate that households with people who are disabled spend much more on health than households without disabled members.
A study conducted in Sierra Leone suggests that families with one of their members living with disabilities spent an average of 1.5 times more on seeking medical attention than did the nondisabled families. Data for household consumption expenditures and income have limited conclusive. For instance, families with disabilities in Malawi and Namibia were recorded to have lower incomes while the households in Zambia, Zimbabwe, and Sierra Leone are different. Bogart (2015) asserts that in South Africa study shows that as a consequence of providing grants for disability, families having a disabled member in the Eastern side of Cape province recorded higher income when living without a disabled member.
Data on poverty is assessed by examining capita consumption expenditures. The data presented from an analysis of 15 household surveys from 13 developing nations demonstrated that adults living with disabilities were living in adverse poverty compared to households without a disabled adult. Another study carried out by world health survey, released data indicating that families with disabilities were more affected by poverty than nonhealthy per capita consumption expenditures (Sabariego et al., 2015). Present data, on whether disability increases the chances of households languishing in poverty are mixed. In countries such as Uruguay disability has no significant influence on one’s probability of being poor unless it happens that the sole breadwinner is severely affected by the disability. However, in Chile, the situation is different since impairment increases the chances of one being poor. In another study contacted in 13, developing countries, disability was closely related to the probability of households being poor. When poverty is evaluated by exploring the lowest quintiles of a household assets possession or expenditures, it is often found that disability affects the living standards of individuals. This is attributed to the fact that educational opportunities and employment are not attainable on the same threshold between the disabled and nondisabled members of the society.
People living with disabilities may need various special services ranging from small and inexpensive services to costly and complex interventions. Data discussing the needs that are met or unmet are critical for programs and formulation of policy. Unmet needs refer to daily activities like employment, social activities, participation in education, personal care, availability of support, and modifications to the workplace or residential area. As the table 1 below demonstrates, there are considerable gaps in the provision of services for individuals living with disabilities, having unmet needs especially needs necessary for education, welfare, counseling aids, assistive tools, and vocational training.
Table 1. Met and unmet requirements for provisions reported by disabled individuals, from four developing countries.
	Type of service 
	Zimbabwe (%)
	Malawi (%)
	Zambia (%)
	Namibia (%)

	
	Needed (A) 
	Received (B) 
	Needed (A)
	Received (B) 
	Needed (A)
	Received (B)
	Needed (A)
	Received (B) 

	Health services 
	92.7
	91.0
	82.4
	60.0
	75.4
	80.7
	96.0
	73.7

	Assistive devices services  
	55.7
	38.9
	65.4
	17.5
	57.8
	19.3
	70.7
	18.0

	Welfare services 
	48.5
	43.7
	67.8
	6.0
	61.2
	7.9
	67
	90.7

	Educational services 
	45.8
	56.9
	60.8
	65.9
	49.7
	32.8
	12.9
	68.9

	Medical rehabilitation
	54.9
	90.8
	31.8
	76.9
	12.7
	49.0
	56.9
	34.1

	Counseling for disabled families 
	67.9
	76.8
	89.7
	34.8
	47.9
	50.7
	67.9
	67.3

	Counseling for household
	48.9
	70.3
	70.5
	23.7
	75.9
	47.6
	90.1
	65.1

	Traditional healer
	86.0
	58.1
	45.8
	45.7
	23.8
	34.7
	34.8
	65.7

	Vocational training 
	32.9
	41,5
	32.7
	75.9
	40.9
	89.0
	39.0
	12.9



A. Percentage of the overall number of persons living with disabilities who expressed need for help
B. Percentage of the overall number of persons living with disabilities who accepted to have received the service 
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